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LOGO’s
What: Family Christian Education
Includes: A meal, games, bible study, worship,
fun and fellowship
Wednesdays
Starting January 18th @ 5pm
We hope you will join us for a
“Family Experience”
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Welcome to the New Year
The Year of our Lord 2017
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Annual meeting
The annual meeting will
be held on
Sunday,
January 29th
after worship.
Please have your reports
into the office by
Thursday, January 5th.

In the beginning was the Word
And the Word was with God
And the Word was God
John 1:1

First Lutheran Church has received $2,685.00 of Thrivent
Choice dollars for 2016
If you have choice dollars to designate, please contact Thrivent
or the church office. This has to be done on a yearly basis.
Thrivent offers an opportunity to help with fundraisers in the
way of providing a $250 “Community Impact Card” . It is a credit card with a $250 limit and can be used to purchase items
needed for your fundraiser or activity. If you would like more
information on this, please speak with the office. So far, we
have received help with LOGOS, Quilting, Lutheran World
Relief projects, and various church improvements.
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A Message From Pastor Greg

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we enter into our centennial year I can’t help but ponder. “What does Jesus have in store for us in our next hundred
years?” With that in mind, I invite you to ponder with me, this cautionary tale:
On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was once a crude little life-saving station. The building
was just a hut, and there was only one boat but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with
no thought for themselves went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost. Some of those who were saved, and
various others in the surrounding area, wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and money
and effort for the support of its work. New boats were bought and new crews trained. The little life-saving station grew.
Some of the members of the life-saving station were unhappy that the building was so crude and poorly equipped. They
felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea. They replaced the
emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the enlarged building. Now, the life-saving station became a popular
gathering place for its members, and they decorated it beautifully and furnished it exquisitely, because they used it as a
sort of club.
Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions, so they hired life-boat crews to do this work.
The life-saving motif still prevailed in this club's decoration, and there was a symbolic life-boat in the room where the club
initiations were held.
About this time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in boat loads of cold, wet and halfdrowned people. They were dirty and sick and some of them had black skin and some had yellow skin. The beautiful
new club was in chaos. So, the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where victims
of shipwreck could be cleaned up before coming inside.
At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. Most of the members wanted to stop the club's life-saving
activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal social life of the club. Some members insisted upon lifesaving as their primary purpose and pointed out that they were still called a life-saving station. But they were finally voted
down and told that if they wanted to save lives of all the various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters,
they could begin their own life-saving station down the coast. They did.
As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the old. It evolved into a club,
and yet another life-saving station was founded. History continued to repeat itself, and if you visit that sea coast today,
you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown.
I wonder, who are the “shipwrecked” in our community and who are the ones actively involved in the lifesaving work of
Jesus?
I think Jesus gave a pretty good description of a lifesaver/disciple in the gospel of Luke:
Jesus said “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then grab the
initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that.
If you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If you only give for what
you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that.
“I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll never—I promise—regret it. Live out this
God-created identity the way our Father lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our
Father is kind; you be kind.
“Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of course, you want the same treatment. Don’t
condemn those who are down; that hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot easier. Give away
your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is
the way. Generosity begets generosity.” Luke 6:31-38
A most blessed New Year for us all! In Jesus name,
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As a community of women, created in the
image of God, called to the discipleship in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another
in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in
the church, the society and the world.

CIRCLE MEETINGS
WELCA members meet each month. There
are four circles and each circle meets together. They welcome all ladies to join. If
you are interested, please contact Phyllis
Sethre or the church office for more information.
Meeting times for January
All Circles

January 26th

1:30 pm

Quilting
The women’s quilting group meets on the first Monday and Tuesday of each month at 8:30 am at the
church.
Monday hours are 8:30 to 3:00
Tuesday hours are 8:30 to noon.

Prayer Shawl
The Prayer Shawl group meets on the 3rd
Thursday of each month at the Senior Center.
All are welcome to join this group crocheting
and/or knitting shawls and lap robes (also caps
for the health center). We are happy to teach
you if you like. For more information you can
contact, Kathy Redekopp at 695-7005.
This month: January 19th

They invite all who are interested in this project to
come and join and work all or part of this designated
time. You are not required to be an experienced quilter. There is a need for those who can sew, tie, piece,
and cut.
This month: January 2nd & 3rd

“Fair Trade” coffee
for sale by
First Lutheran WELCA.
Varieties available include:
Ground-Regular and Decaf

Peace Circle will be
serving coffee in
February

Whole Beans-Regular
$8.00/ 1 lb.bag
See the ladies in the kitchen after
worship.
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Radio broadcasts for JANUARY

Sunday Radio
Entire month of January
In memory of Joyce Fredrickson Lund, Art & Beda Fredrickson, Alvina Schlepp
Fredrickson, Wilbur & Lucille Johnson, Bertha Fredrickson and Denis Kuntz
By: James Fredrickson, Larry and Joni & Families
Morning Devotions
Entire month of January
In memory of Jim Davis
By: Susan, Dean & Jay Davis

24 RALPH FERDINA
DAVID FYFE
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 27 JAMES ALBERTSON
28 TIA NYGARD
29 ROBERT BALBINOT
2 STAN FRIESEN
30 CHRISTIE FERDINA
5 CHANDRA YOUNG
31 ELIZABETH FYFE
7 KEVIN HANSEN
9 KAREN JEIDE
WADE KRAUTH
10 LARRY OLSON
12 KENDALL JOHNSON
14 ROLLIE PAULSON
15 LEONA LEWIS
17 GORDON HESER
18 TRACI GIBSON
21 DOROTHY TRAEHOLT

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

5 RICHARD & JOANN HESER
6 GRANT & PEPPER ZIMMERMAN
7 LOREN & JOAN HOUG
14 CAM & JODI MARTIN
24 JANICE & LENNY LACOUNTE

...to those who donated Pointsettias for the altar during the Christmas season.
...to those who so willfully dedicate their time to the Wednesday LOGOS Program.
...to members of Family Ministry Team #3 who supported worship services in December.
...to our Lay ministers, Laura Krauth, Larry Monson and Shirley Zimmerman who take over in Pastor Greg’s
absence.
...to our Acolytes and Ministerial Assistants
...to our Musicians
...to Cam Martin for faithfully maintaining our water systems.
...to the Faith Circle for providing treats and serving coffee in December.
...to Jim Albertson for keeping the Radio Room running smoothly.
...to Pepper & Grant Zimmerman for maintaining our church and grounds.
...to Joe & Gloria Sande for faithfully taking care of communion.

THANK YOU

GARY JOHNSON
FOR YOUR EFFORTS
IN KEEPING THE
SNOW CLEARED
AROUND THE
CHURCH

...to our Church Council for overseeing the needs of our congregation.
...to all members of this church family who consistently support First Lutheran and its mission with their time,
talents and financial resources.
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Church Council Minutes

December 20, 2016

Members Present: Bill Rensvold, Vernie Moen, James Johnson, James Nygard, Diann Gibson
Pastor Greg gave the Opening devotions.
Minutes of the October meeting were reviewed. James Johnson made a motion to accept these minutes. James
Nygard seconded. Motion carried.
Vernie presented the Treasurer’s report. James Johnson made a motion to accept this report. Bill seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report:
Faith Home has 7 members living there.
There will be a Christmas Eve service at 5:30 and Christmas day service will be at 10.
Logos and confirmation will begin again on January 18th
The Red Cross will have a blood drive on January 26th
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Youth & Education: There were 121 attending the Logos Christmas program. Everyone enjoyed the meal after
the program.
Property: No report
Worship, Evangelism & Stewardship: No report
Old Business: Two people are needed to serve on the Church council.
The submission of the Spirit of Life Financials into the 2017 budget was tabled until the January meeting.
Angela Hoffman will be replacing Sylvia as the church secretary.
New Business
The use of the clergy Housing fund was tabled until the January meeting.
The Approval of the new church constitution was tabled until the January meeting,
Lifeline Screening has requested use of the Church facilities on March 17 th. Diann made a motion to allow the use
of the building and James Johnson seconded. Motion carried.
The Church has property in McCone County (an old cemetery).
Frontier school uses the church parking lot to drop kids off after school. We have received an insurance waiver.
We will have a budget planning meeting and our January Council meeting on January 10 th at 5:00.
There being no further business Bill made a motion to adjourn and James Johnson seconded. Motion carried. The
meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Diann Gibson, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report
General Fund December
Balance 11/1/16

General Fund Offering for December
(38,315.31)

12/4 ~ 2,220.00

12/11 ~ 1,695.00

Receipts

12,127.39

12/18 ~ 2,955.50

12/25 ~ 1,028.00

Expenses

8,550.22

Ending Balance 11/30/16

(34,738.14)
($2800.00 is needed weekly to maintain budget)

(There is a full report on the bulletin board in the Fellowship hall)

